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Mesdames et Messieurs,

Permettez-moi, au nom des Nations Unies et de la Commission Economique pour l’Europe, de vous souhaiter la bienvenue au séminaire INTERSOL 2005. C’est un grand plaisir pour moi de participer à cet événement. 

 Je voudrais tout d’abord remercier le ministère français de l’Economie, des Finances et de l’Industrie d’une part et la société WEBS d’autre part d’avoir organisé ce Séminaire. 

Ceci est la cinquième session de ce type destinée à évoquer des questions liées à la protection des eaux souterraines, et des sites et sols pollués. 

Il y a quelques temps, les Chefs d’Etat réunis au Sommet Mondial du Développement Durable ont appelé tous les pays:

· A ne produire et n’utiliser, à l’horizon 2020, que des produits chimiques qui n’aient aucun impact négatif significatif sur la santé et l’environnement et ;

· A renouveler leur engagement portant sur une gestion saine des produits chimiques et des déchets dangereux sur toute la durée de leur cycle de vie.

Ceci suppose des efforts continus pour réhabiliter des sites et sols pollués et pour ne pas renouveler les excès du passé. Une raison pour laquelle les produits chimiques et les déchets dangereux sont devenus un problème environnemental majeur dans la dernière décennie est qu’ils ont été négligés dans le passé. Des déchets hautement toxiques ont souvent été enterrés dans des lieux non sécurisés et des anciens sites industriels ont été régulièrement abandonnés sans être préalablement sérieusement réhabilités.

For the benefit of the interpreters, I will now switch to English. 

Contaminated sites are a problem in western Europe and North America but perhaps even more so in central and eastern Europe and central Asia.

Soil and aquifer pollution is a critical problem in countries in transition

Typical sources of soil and aquifer pollution are:

· Numerous abandoned military sites of the former period that are polluted with oils and various chemical products;

· Various Industrial sites, and

· Various Mining sites, 

The new east European countries born about 14 years ago from the collapse of the Soviet system have tempted to pay more attention to the environment:  a large majority of them have set up ministries of environment; they have modernized or adopted new environmental laws and restructured administration in order to cope with their most crucial environmental problems. 

For sustainable development to become reality, it is not only important to properly manage the future handling of chemicals and hazardous wastes but it is also important to take care of the legacy of the past. 

The health and environmental problems associated with existing contaminated sites, soils and groundwater have to be addressed and, where possible, these resources need to be returned to productive use. 

During the Conference, you will have the opportunity to discuss a range of issues linked to the assessment of risk to people and the environment; to examine land use planning and the problem of contaminated sites and soils; and to review progress in the treatment of contaminated soils and groundwater. All are critical to the well being of people, the environment and the use of resources by future generations.

Now, I will say a few words about the ECE. 

The UN Economic Commission for Europe is one of five regional agencies or arms of the United Nations. We are part of the UN Secretariat and our membership consists of all countries in western, central and eastern Europe, and central Asia as well as the United States, Canada and Israel. We have 55 member-states in total, which generate about 70 per cent of the world GDP.

As an intergovernmental agency, our work consists of formulating and negotiating norms, standards and conventions, encouraging policy dialogue, contributing to the provision of statistics and economic analysis, and providing technical assistance, in the form of capacity building, mainly to countries with economies in transition. 

The ECE has some programmes that are of relevance to the issues you will be discussing over the next three days. We have an extensive sub-programme on the protection of the environment, smaller programmes relating to water and industry, and a sub-programme on the transport of hazardous goods. 

In closing, I would like to thank the Organizing Committee and in particular Mr. Vincent Limousin for the efficient and extensive efforts made in preparing this valuable event.

I look forward to your deliberations and particularly your conclusions and recommendations.

Thank you for your kind attention. 
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